
 

Transplant Dad Tells Their Story 
 
My family has had probably the hardest experiences with life in the past year and a half.  
Our daughter Alina, age 5, is a heart warrior and had to endure four major heart surgeries 
throughout the last year. Something I wouldn’t have ever imagined her having to do.  But 
even after her going through those surgeries it wasn’t the last of the worries we would have. 
After staying in the hospital for those dreadful months life still was life, and it felt like time 
stood still for us, but the world kept spinning, which landed us in the worst financial 
position we have been in.  We lost our home, lost one of our cars, we lost our safe place 
that brought us peace, and it has been the hardest thing getting that peace back. When we 
first found out about HHF’s Axel’s Helping Hand program, we were relieved that there 
actually is a program that cares about families after the transplant. A program that wants 
everyone to be able to get back in the path of life after a major event like a heart transplant. 
After finding out the program was officially running, we immediately put in an application 
and within a week we had the help we desperately needed. We almost lost our car again 
with nowhere else to turn.  The program made sure our loan was paid into current. We are 
forever thankful for the team at HHF’s Axel’s Helping Hand program. They actually care past 
the hospital stay.  When it comes down to after the surgeries are done, after the worry is 
gone that you or your family member will make it past that traumatic experience, when you 
leave those hospital doors other obstacles arise that people don’t talk about enough. 
Thank you, Axel’s Helping Hand program. We are forever grateful to you.  


